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Ax HREMR e AT HAMH (1100.000) (/100,000 SMR*
g 2003 Levi et al. 1995-1998 144 (8) — —
46 ()

£H 2008 Misono et al. 1973-2002 314 16.7 —
E:E 2009 Robinson et al. 1996-2005 — — 145 (%)

CEELT D 1.19 (1)
M 2009  MacFarlaneetal.  1983-2002 — — 1.78
HE 2010 Ahn et al. 1993-2005 — — 2.00 (23h)

345 (B 1E)

= 2010 Chung et al. 2002-2004 288.9 (34F) 13.59 (2002) —

14.16 (2003)
15.31 (2004)

*SMR.: standardized mortality ratio (EE{VILT M) °
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Abstract

Ohjectives: This study ains to examine rsk factors associated with 3month post-discharge
suicide amone cancer paticnts wing Taiwan'™s natonwide, population-based datasets.,

Methods: The study cohort comprised all cancer paticnts disdharged from hospitals from
2002 to 2004, mnclusive, who committed suickde within 9 davs of discharpe (n= 311). The
control group consisted of 1555 cancer paticnts who did not commit sweide within 90 davs of
discharge. The dependent varable was whether or not a paticol committed swicide within 90
davs of discharpe, while the independent variables included patient. bospital and phyvsician
charscteristics at index bospitalization. Cox proportional hazard regression was carried out (o
compute the M-day survival rate, adjusting for possible confounding Tactors.

Resulfts: The mean interval from discharge to sweide was 39,7 davs ( +95.2) amd almost half
(46.3%) of the 3Fmonth post-discharge suicides occurred within 14 dawvs aflter discharge. The
adjusted hazard of committing suicide Tor paticnts who were not hospitalioed in the precoding
viear was 1,68 (p = 0,008, 161 { p=0033) and 2.51 {p-"0,001) Gmes greater, respectively,
than patents who were hospitalooed once, twice amd more than twice within the vear belore
index hospitalicaton. The hacard of committing suicide amomnz paticnts who were woem ployed
was 1.71 ( p 0,001} times that of their cmploved counterparts.
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Methods of Suicide Among Cancer Patients:
Nationwide Population-Based Study

Kuo-Hsuan Caung, MD, AND HERNG-CHING LIN, PHD

A 3-year nationwide population-based data set was used to explore methods
of suicide (violent vs. nonviolent) and possible contributing factors among cancer
patients in Taiwan. A total of 1,065 cancer inpatients who commitrted suicide were
included as our study sample. The regression shows that those who had genitouri-
nary cancer were (.55 tmes (p = 0.047) less likely to use violent methods to com-
mit suicide than those who had respiratory cancer. Among those who committed
suicide out of town, the odds of using violent methods were 1.39 (p =0.015) of
their counterparts who had committed suicide in their hometowns. Those who
had income between NT$15,841~INT$25,000 were 0.70 (p=0.042) umes less
likely to use violent methods to commit suicide than those who had no income,
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F G ETE R 4% 5% | Uchitomi et al, 2000
EctEmE | 2EEA® | 5% 14% | Akechietal, 2001
Ak EEE 5% 18% | Akechiet aL, 2001
iEESR 18EA N 7% 35% | Okamura etal, 2000
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o ;B Kissane% 4 (2004)

o BIpEaRm F A (2010)

A2 E | BAR
(%) (%)
PR 47 14
(14%)
B Y 6 33 |
(33%)

total=100 people

TS
(%) (%)
B4 16 49
(23%)

total=100 people
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TABLE 1

Methods and Sociodemographic Characteristics
of Cancer Patients Whe Committed Suicide
in Taiwan from 2002 to 2004 (N = 1,065)

Table 1. Suicide method, place and days from discharge to
suicide among cancer patients in Taiwan, 2002-2004

Varnable m (5%)

Suicide method
Poisoning by solid or liquid

substances 307 (28.8)
Poisoning by gases in domestic use 2 (0.2)
Poisoning by other gases and vapors 87 (8.2)

Hanging, strangulation, and

100 08 (38 3)
Submersion (drowning) 52 (4.9)
Curting and piercing instruments il (2.9
Jumping from high place 150(14.1)

Others and unspecified means 28 (2.6)

Variable n (%)
Suicide method

Poisoning by solid or liquid substances % (302)
Pogoning by other gases and vapors 19 (&.1)
Hanging, strangulation and suffocation 112 {30)
Submersion (drowning) 15 (48)
Cutting and piercing instruments 9(29)
Jumping from high place 53 (17.0)
Others and unspecified means 9(29)



SUICIDE: A MULTI-FACTORIAL EVENT
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SAD PERSONS

> Sex: B

AL U 2R =1

> Age:<195% > 455%
» Depression/ MDP/ Bipolar
» Previous suicide attempt / Psychiatric care

» Excessive ethanol / drug use

» Rational thinking loss

» Separated / divorced / widowed

» Organizec

plan or serious attempt

» Stated future intent
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(7.John Mann, et al. Suicide prevention strategies. MI\M 2005; 294: 2064- 2075)
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c73% TP (Solner et al. 2004).
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